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Hill of songs and the Devil’s Nail

In the former Memele parish, near ,Jaunzemji” home a small
hillock is located. From one side it is enclosed by a forest, while the
River Suseja flows slowly passing by the hillock on the other side. Earlier
the place was a well-known site, where the songs never ceased. Songs
were sung in the mornings and evenings. The maidens sang in the
morning on their way to the field and in the evenings - on their way
home. But there was a man, who did not like the singing. It was the
overseer of the manor. He had reported the people to the Devil. After
that the overseer started threatening the people by telling the Devil shall
take them to the hell would they not stop singing. Still this would not
help. Then the Devil decided to punish the people by himself. Once,
when the maidens had gathered for singing on the hill, Devil came
roaring willing to catch them all and take them to the hell. The maidens
nearly dropped dead out of fear. Suddenly a grey-haired old man had
appeared. As it is said this was the God. As soon as the Devil had seen
Him, it ran into the earth leaving nothing but smoke behind. Since he
was in a rush, one of his nails had broken and later it turned into a
stone. The stone looks very similar to a nail, and this is why it is still
called the Devil’s Nail.

Translated form Latvian language by SIA “Linearis”.
Abstracted by Zemgale Planning Region communication specialist Juris Kalis.
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